AMEY COMMUNITY LIAISON GROUP
MEETING NOTES
Thursday 8 March 2018 at 6pm.
Amey Waterbeach Waste Management Park

Attendees:
David Craig (Local Resident)
Chris Webster (Local Resident)
Jane Williamson (Farmland Museum / Waterbeach PC)
Myra Gaunt (Waterbeach PC)
Michael Williamson
(Waterbeach PC)
Cllr Ingrid Tregoing (SCDC)
Cllr Anna Bradnam (CCC)
Emma Fitch (CCC)
Peter Dawes (Frimstone)
Mark Swan (Frimstone)
Chris Smiles (Amey)
Ian Clarke (Amey)
Jon Jones (Amey)
Tim Marks (Amey)
Bethan Griffiths (Athene Communications)

Apologies:
Cllr Lynda Harford (SCDC)
Erik Fuller-Lewis (Local
Resident)
John Martin (Local Resident)
David Mudd (Cottenham PC)
1. Welcome and introductions
Chris Smiles (CS) opened the meeting and introductions were made.
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2. Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and a question was asked by a CLG
member to clarify a point made from the operational update:

We are concentrating on keeping the processed materials moving out off site, rather
than building stockpiles.
It was clarified that this meant moving the materials on to be re-processed.
No other comments were made and the minutes were approved
3. Operational update
Jon Jones (JJ) provided the following operational update:
Landfill:
Designs are in place for phase 14 of the landfill and Amey is currently looking at options for
clay extracted from phase 14 cells, including suitability for local highways works. Clay export
to the Ely bypass project was undertaken for last couple of weeks. Some low spots needed
more material. March 2018 – no further update.
MRF:
Christmas and New Year period was extremely busy. Some waste was diverted to other sites,
some was stockpiled at Waterbeach pending processing. Plant ran 24/7 throughout January
and most of February before having a short maintenance shutdown. All stocks cleared and
operations returned to normal at start of March.
MBT:
Wind damage to side panels will be sorted in spring – scaffolding has been erected along car
park and Levitts field sides of compost hall. Contractor appointed and works proper will
commence when scaffold complete. Works to air handling will continue in 2018.
Composting:
Processing as normal. Waste inputs now reduced. Odour complaints received were reduced
compared to 2016. 2016 total: 137, 2017 total: 90. Odour monitoring ongoing.
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September

Number of complaints received
2016
2017
1
2
5
1
3
0
5
9
7
6
29
16
44
16
24
18
3
9

2018
6
2

2

October
November
December

10
3
3

6
6
1

Incidents:
Security presence has been increased on site following unescorted visitors being present in
operational areas. Site now has 24/7 security and a control station at site gate.
4. Future developments (Amey)
Tim Marks (TM) gave the following update:
Energy from Waste: As discussed at November’s meeting, Amey submitted shortly before
Christmas to allow the planning authority to validate the application, with formal public
consultation not commencing until the new year.
In December / January we presented our proposals to Haddenham, Waterbeach, Landbeach
and Cottenham Parish Councils and attended a public meeting in Waterbeach.
Following community feedback and in addition to our agreed community engagement
programme we have organised three information sessions to take place on 19 and 20 March, in
Landbeach, Cottenham and Waterbeach. These sessions are open to everyone. Letters have
gone out to residents in Cottenham, Landbeach and Waterbeach, and posters sent out to parish
councils and hand delivered to local shops and community facilities for display. An advert also
appeared in today’s (8 March) Cambridge News and online.
We will have our team of experts available to discuss issues such as air quality and traffic.
We are currently reviewing consultation responses and expect that further information will be
provided to the Planning Authority in in due course.
We have received two enquiries from Keep Waterbeach Rural and local resident of Waterbeach
Nigel Seamarks, we have circulated a response to their questions (attached to these minutes.)
If there are further questions about the proposal or the enquiries we would be happy to take
them and provide a formal response by email.
A CLG member asked how Amey will respond to the queries and comments raised via the CCC
consultation. TM highlighted that around 40 organisations and a similar number of local
residents were initially consulted by the Council and that Amey expects to be asked to respond
to specific issues rather than individual enquiries.
A CLG member asked how Amey had decided who to consult with, as an event is not being held
in Milton and the publicity had not covered Milton. TM confirmed Amey’s approach to
community involvement had followed requirements set out by the Council’s adopted guidance
and was agreed with them prior to the pre-application consultation events. TM stated that we
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had focused on the immediate parishes, and that this CLG covered these areas and wider.
Bethan Griffiths (BG) added that posters had been taken to locations in the wider villages
including Milton to be displayed, and had also been sent to parish councils including Milton,
Stretham and Haddenham to ensure a wide area was covered.
TM added that at the next SCDC elections, the ward boundaries will change so the district
councillors for Waterbeach will also represent Milton.
A CLG member suggested that the Amey website could be better used for FAQs, which it was
confirmed by Amey was the intention. It will be updated around the planned information
events. The two newsletters also cover the most frequently asked questions.
New Bridge the new bridge mentioned at a previous meeting is still in the pre application
stage
Litter Fence – likely to apply to extend the litter fence near the MRF
Lighting – potential plans to upgrade to LED
Anaerobic Digestion – No update
Future Developments (Frimstone)
An update was given on Frimstone activity. Operations at Gravel Diggers Farm
are now drawing to a close and are likely to finish in the summer.
The application to extend working to Mitchell Hill was submitted in January which
included some minor changes to the site boundary and the movement of the
processing plant approx. 100m north.
The consultation phase for this ended yesterday (7 March.) An exhibition and a
parish council site visit had been held.
A CLG member commented that they had not seen any publicity for the public exhibition.
Frimstone confirmed that it had been publicised via parish councils and letters to immediate
residents.
5. County and District Council updates
Emma Fitch provided the following update:
Monitoring Site Visits
Following the monitoring visits to both the Amey Waterbeach Waste Management Park and
Gravel Diggers mineral extraction site (see the CCC/CRC/2 map at the end of this document for
context) in August and September last year; officers visited the Gravel Diggers site to monitor
the sand and gravel extraction with Frimstone and then went on to monitor the waste uses on
the wider Waterbeach Waste Management Park with Amey earlier today (8 March 2018), as
part of the formal County Planning monitoring regime.
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Although the monitoring reports have not yet been collated to confirm whether the sites were
in full compliance with relevant planning conditions during these recent visits; it is
acknowledged that in February 2018, officers received a complaint regarding contractors
visiting the Gravel Diggers site using Lots Drove rather than the approved haul road to access
the site. The operator, Frimstone, reminded all contractors not to use Lots Drove and officers
will monitor the situation as this is the second complaint received regarding this breach of
planning condition.
No concerns had been raised during the site visits.
The above were the last monitoring visits of this financial year and three further visits to each
site will take place between 1 April 2018 and 31 March 2019.
Levitt’s Field, Energy from Waste planning application (S/3372/17/CW) update
The formal public consultation period provided by the County Council expired on Tuesday 6
February 2018, following a public meeting held on Monday 29 January 2018. The Waste
Planning Authority is in the process of acknowledging and taking account of all the submissions
made, and these responses are in the process of being discussed with the applicant and their
agent to establish what further environmental information, and what clarification, may be
required in relation to some of the points raised as part of the consultation process. The
additional environmental information, once received, will be subject to a further 21 day public
consultation in due course, and it should be noted that all previous comments will stand and
will be carried forward, so comments are only being invited on the new information that will be
submitted in due course. It should be noted that everyone that made comments within the first
round of consultation will be notified of the second round of consultation.
In addition to the above, the Waste Planning Authority has fed back to the applicant the
concerns being raised by local residents (particularly in the Waterbeach area) of the perceived
lack of pre-application consultation carried out by them ahead of their formal submission. In
response to this, the applicant has confirmed that they are setting up further ‘information
sessions’ for local residents to attend and ask questions on the technology and proposals within
the planning application.
Where possible the Business Manager, County Planning, Minerals and Waste will seek to attend
these sessions in case there are any questions about the planning process that residents would
like to ask. Invitations will also be sent out to officers of the Environment Agency and Public
Health England to try and ensure a breadth of attendance at these sessions, if at all possible.
However, it should be noted that these proposed ‘information sessions’ are being arranged by
the applicant and therefore wider attendance by other statutory consultees cannot be
guaranteed at this stage.
The Waste Planning Authority has formally written to both the applicant and also the CBWIN
representative (Mrs J Sutton) to explain that any planned meetings or information sessions will
need to be outside the sensitive time (often referred to as ‘purdah’) for the run up to the district
and parish elections. ‘Purdah’ runs from Thursday 22 March 2018 until Thursday 3 May 2018
and during this time officers and members will be restricted on what it is suitable to attend or
comment on. It is important that all residents understand the complication of ‘purdah’ and why
the Waste Planning Authority has therefore requested that such sessions or any public meetings
are not held within the above sensitive 6-week period.
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The Energy from Waste planning application (S/3372/17/CW) is accompanied by an
Environmental Statement that looks not only at the proposed development and existing /
planned operations on the wider site, but also the potential for wider proposals to come
forward, such as the Waterbeach Barracks housing development. All this information is
available on the County Council’s website for public perusal.
At present, based on the additional information required for further public consultation, it is
unlikely that this planning application will be considered by the County Council’s Planning
Committee for determination before 19 July 2018.
Mitchell Hill, Extraction of Sand & Gravel Extraction with restoration using inert
material and inert waste planning application (S/0088/18/CM) update
The public notice for this planning application wasn’t published in the local newspaper until
Wednesday 14 February, so effectively the public consultation period (21 days) for this planning
application didn’t formally close until yesterday (7 March 2018). However, statutory
consultations and neighbour responses have been received for this planning application and are
in the process of being acknowledged and reviewed to determine whether any additional
environmental information, or any points of clarification, are required from the applicant and
their agent. This will determine whether a further round of public consultation (21 days) is
required or not.
The case officer (Mr David Atkinson) has visited the proposed Mitchell Hill site and is reviewing
this planning application cumulatively with the wider uses on the Waterbeach Waste
Management site, including the Energy from Waste planning application noted above, on key
areas such as traffic. It is acknowledged that the proposed sand and gravel extraction process
at Mitchell Hill is to follow on from the extraction at the existing Gravel Diggers site, using the
same processing plant for the sand and gravel operations; with the main difference being the
processing and deposit of inert waste from materials brought in by Frimstone. The northern
part of the site is proposed to be restored to a nature conservation afteruse.
The applicant (Frimstone) has carried out pre-application events to allow residents the
opportunity to comment on the scheme and visit the Gravel Diggers site to see the sand and
gravel processing plant and operations that are proposed to be moved to Mitchell Hill if
planning permission is granted.
Furthermore, during the main consultation period, Frimstone held an evening drop in session at
Cottenham on Thursday 15 February 2018 for members of the Parish Council and adjacent
neighbours for the scheme.
6. Terms of reference
Copies of the Terms of Reference for the group was made available at the meeting as these
had not been reviewed for some time and it was felt that now was a good opportunity.
A CLG member commented that these should be given to all new members when they join the
group, which TM took away as an action. These will also be circulated with these minutes and
added to the relevant pages of the Amey website.
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A CLG member asked how it was decided who should become a member. TM confirmed that
the membership of the group included immediate neighbours to the site, Landbeach and
adjacent parish councils' of Waterbeach and Cottenham, county and district councillors,
SCDC’s Environmental Health Officer, the Environment Agency, planning representatives from
SCDC and CCC and Frimstone.
TM asked the group if it was felt the membership should be extended to include Milton. If it
was extended to include Milton, it would also need to include other parishes of equal distance
to be fair.
A CLG member commented that Milton would be represented via the ward councillor after the
SCDC elections. Another member queried whether Milton parish boundary bordered
Landbeach, as this would qualify it for membership.
A CLG member commented that they had recently visited the Great Blakenham EfW facility in
Suffolk, and had asked about the site’s CLG. They were told it was a small group which
includes the most key people and this was seen as being a good approach.
A CLG member commented that it seemed to be felt by Amey that communicating via the
group was a way of communicating information to the whole community and this should not
be the case. It should be included in the Terms of Reference what members are expected to
do in their own parish/community as there is currently a lack of clarity.
To take account of feedback, Amey took an action to review the Terms of Reference and
feedback at the next meeting.
7. AOB
The following questions and comments were raised.
A CLG member requested that CLG minutes are sent to parish clerks to be displayed on the
parish council websites. It was agreed that this would be possible.
Councillor Tregoing confirmed that this would be her last meeting as she is standing down at
the SCDC May elections. Amey thanked her for her contribution to the group.
8. Date of next meeting
Thursday 14 June 2018 at 6pm.
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CCC/CRC/2
Map relating to Areas A – G (as noted within conditions for planning
permission S/0013/15/CW) for context purposes only
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Site Area for Mitchell Hill (extract from S/0088/17/CM for illustrative
purposes)
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Terms of reference for Waterbeach Waste Management Park
Liaison Group
The main purpose of the Liaison Group is to facilitate communication and understanding
between interested parties regarding the operation and development of the Waste
Management Park.

Set out below are the aims and objectives and some general points as to the operation,
membership and communications of the Liaison Group.
1. OBJECTIVES OF THE LIAISON GROUP
1.1 To provide an informal forum to appraise representatives of interested parties of
progress on site development.
1.2 To give local residents and other interested groups an opportunity to discuss any
matters arising from the site operations.
1.3 To enable any questions that might have to be addressed by the operator
(AmeyCespa) and regulatory bodies.
2. AIMS OF THE LIAISON GROUP
2.1 Maintain liaison and rapport between AmeyCespa, the County Council, District
Council, Parish Councils and the local community.
2.2 Develop lines of communication in order that the majority of issues and items of
concern can be addressed directly and efficiently.
2.3 Provide a forum for discussion and, where possible, a resolution of problems not
achieved by (2.2).
2.4 Provide a means of communicating progress on the site, through site visits and
discussion of regulatory bodies’ monitoring of the site and AmeyCespa’s compliance with
the approved schemes of operation as detailed in the planning permissions and where
appropriate the Waste Permits.

2.5 Provide an opportunity to inform interested parties of any new proposals, or any
submissions to amend or vary the approved scheme of operations.
2.6 Provide a forum to discuss particular aspects of the operation and where appropriate
invite participation by specialist bodies.
2.7 Provide a forum for the County and District Councils to outline local planning policies
and future development plan proposals for the local area. This will also include any
neighbouring planning proposals/applications.
3. GENERAL
3.1 Only matters relating directly to the Site and its environs shall be discussed.
3.2 A Chairperson and Secretary shall be appointed at the first meeting of the Forum.
Professional representatives of regulatory bodies cannot be considered for the
Chairmanship of the Forum.
3.3 Minutes shall be kept by the Secretary and subsequently approved by the Forum.
Minutes and Agenda to be circulated a 1 week before next meeting.
3.4 The Forum is not empowered to take executive decisions or vote on any item.
3.5 Forums are normally convened at six monthly intervals but this can be varied by
agreement at the Forum meeting.
3.6 A local venue for the meeting is arranged.
3.7 Meetings are usually held in the early evening as convenient for Forum members.

Enquiry 1
Q. Who please is chair of the liaison group?
A. Chris Smiles (Amey Account Director)
Q. Where so the resident representative members (I see you have 5) live please?

A. Residents living adjacent to the site are represented on the group.

Q. May I ask why you don't have resident representatives from Cottenham, Landbeach or
Milton? I think those communities would benefit from inclusion on your liaison group
given the wide reaching nature of your operations.

A. In addition to immediate neighbours the community is represented by the parish
councils of Landbeach (where the site is located) and Waterbeach and Cottenham
(adjacent to the waste management park). All members are asked to feed back to their
local communities as part of the terms of the group, to ensure information is shared as
widely as possible.
Q. Will the 8th March meeting be open to general public? And will you be publicising it to
the local community so that they can feed in any questions? I came across it via word
of mouth with a friend but have not seen anything in public domain about it. I am
aware you publish minutes after the meetings but am thinking more of helping our
community with any interest they have in asking non-planning related questions to you
about Amey waste management services and future expansion plans.

A. We will not be changing the format of this meeting, but we are carrying out a number
of information events open to the general public – details below:




Monday 19 March, 12pm-4pm at Landbeach Village Hall, Green End, Landbeach, CB25
9FD
Monday 19 March, 5.30pm-9pm at the Coffee Shop, Cottenham Community Centre,
High St, Cottenham, CB24 8RZ
Tuesday 20 March 12pm-9pm at the Church Room, St John’s Church, Station Road,
Waterbeach, Cambridge CB25 9HR

However, questions can be raised via the parish councils represented on the group at the
meeting tomorrow.
Q. I have long wondered whether you plan to increase the landfill you import from other
counties to make up for the reduction of waste going to landfill once the incinerator is in
operation?

A. No, as a company we are investing in EfW and moving away from landfill. We started
this process in 2016 surrendering an opportunity to undertake further non-hazardous
landfilling (which we had planning permission for) at Waste Management Park. The
development of an Energy from Waste facility will allow us to take the next step and
divert suitable waste away from landfill thereby move waste up the Waste Hierarchy.
Landfilling will play a support role providing contingency arrangements for the Waste
Management Park

Q. Please can you help my understanding of what counties you currently receive waste
from- I am aware of Suffolk, Cambs, Norfolk, Isle of Wight and Yorkshire.

A. The majority of the waste treated on site is from Cambridgeshire. We are currently
processing recyclates from the Isle of Wight and Peterborough (under 3% of the total
amount of material processed on site) and we treat some residual waste from
Northamptonshire (4%). 93% of the waste processed on site comes from
Cambridgeshire.
Q. How will you extract rubbers, plastics, batteries, PVCs and PVDs from the black bin
waste that will go into the proposed incinerator?

A. Black bag waste from Cambridgeshire is pre-treated at the Existing Mechanical and
Biological Treatment plant, where some of the contamination (mainly metals is
removed). Some of the materials mentioned should not be present in black bag waste
and are mostly segregated in our Household Waste Recycling Centres. However, we will
not be relying on source segregation by the public at the doors step or our pretreatment processes and we will design the energy from waste plant to safely
accommodate these and other materials.
Q. When do you envisage the incinerator will be working to capacity (24/7)? Will it be
within a year of construction completing or several years later?

A. We envisage operation at full capacity on completion of construction and
commissioning, planned for three years after construction commences. Once fully
operational the plant will operate 24/7 for approximately 90% of the year (around 8000
hours).
Q. Will you be expecting to have a whole new waste management contract with County
Council once incinerator is built or will it be an add on to the existing contract?
A. Our current contract envisages further treatment of residues from the mechanical and

biological treatment plant and encourages diversion from landfill.

Q. Do you have any examples please of projects that Amey have initiated in Cambs to
promote recycling, reuse, reduce to move waste up the chain (I understand that is the
EU Directive aim)? I believe these would help the local community reduce waste and
would like to look at projects we can get off the ground locally.

A. The Amey education team is working with the council to engage with community groups
and schools in areas identified as having some of the worst contamination to raise
awareness about this problem. We are involved in a range of projects which promote
recycling and waste reduction, some examples are included below. You can find out
more about this service on our webpages: https://wasteservices.amey.co.uk/where-wework/cambridgeshire/schools-and-the-community/education/
Over the past 12 months the education team has visited over 100 schools and
Community groups and attended over 40 different public events. In a bid to broaden
audience reach partnerships have also been formed with a variety community
organisations, including libraries, youth groups, and local charities. One such example is
formation of a partnership with Cambridge City Children & Young people Participation
Service (CYPPS). Amey work with CYPPS to provide a host of recycling based activities

to children and young people who live throughout Cambridge. The aim of this initiative
is to engage individuals who previously had little interest in recycling. This has been
achieved through teaching children how to make things from waste. Over the last year
over 1,000 children and their families have benefited from this scheme.
From March this year Amey will be working in partnership with Anglian Water and the
not for profit organisation Garden Organics to promote home composting to
Cambridgeshire Residents, to help reduce the amount of food waste thrown away. This
is initially a six month trial project focusing on the geographical areas of March and
Cherry Hinton, Cambridge but it is hoped that this initiative will become county wide
within two years.
Enquiry 2
Q. Currently you put stuff into landfill and the primary aim of the proposed EfW is to reduce
the amount sent to landfill. In terms of EA permits what are you expecting to reduce your
landfill tonnage too, I assume you will need some landfill. What is the forecast for tonnes of
stuff that will go to landfill in the first 2 years of operation of the proposed EfW?
A. As a company we are investing in EfW and moving away from landfill. We started this

process in 2016 surrendering an opportunity to undertake further non-hazardous landfilling
(which we had planning permission for) at the Waste Management Park. The development
of an Energy from Waste facility will allow us to take the next step and divert suitable waste
away from landfill thereby moving waste up the Waste Hierarchy. Landfilling will play a
support role providing contingency arrangements for the Waste Management Park. The
planning application for the Energy from Waste facility assesses a number of scenarios with
up to 93,000 tonnes per year going to landfill with an EfW. The EA permit allows up to
250,000tonnes per year, therefore there would be no need to change the permit to
accommodate a reduced tonnage.

Q. What will be the financial cost to business (not councils) for processing a tonne of waste
via the proposed EfW verses the current landfill method. I don’t fully understand the Govt
landfill taxes applied to landfill? I am assuming Amey will charge business less for a tonne of
waste for incinerating-recovering ? % difference is fine if you don’t want to share £
numbers.
A. I am unable to provide these figures as they are commercially confidential as part of the

agreements we have with our customers.

Q. Can the group reach out to business (Amey business customers) to reduce black bag
waste? I was thinking you could run a competition on “Best recycling Practices”. Open to all
business customer and based on ideas in place, future ideas rather tonnage. We all want
less landfill and sharing ideas would be brilliant. Currently I feel Business is an untapped
recycling resource, and well below the 50% household recycling. I think it would be great if
you did the same for residents as some people in Waterbeach have some great ideas
reading social media. It’s all about education and the BBC Blue Plant has really engaged the
public and plastic waste. It woke me up.
A. As you may be aware, we have an Education team at Waterbeach who are responsible

for working with schools and the local community to promote waste minimisation, working

in partnership with a range of local organisations. I will pass on your ideas to them for
consideration. We also work closely with our business customers in order to educate them
about waste minimisation and recycling.
Q. Lastly, Can Milton Parish Council be offered a Parish councillor place on the Liaison
Group?
A. The membership of the Community Liaison Group is focused on those who live and work

near the site. We already have a representative for Milton in Councillor Anna Bradnam, who
represents Waterbeach and Milton.

